Living in Balch Hall
A Guide for CAU Summer Participants



One of the distinctive features of CAU Summer is the opportunity to live on Cornell's campus alongside fellow participants while immersed in a week of learning, conversation, and discovery.
Balch Hall, home to CAU Summer participants, recently underwent a comprehensive renovation that thoughtfully blends the building's historic character with modern comforts. Guest rooms feature updated furnishings, ergonomic workspaces, climate control, and contemporary amenities designed to support a comfortable residential experience.
Many participants tell us that living in Balch becomes one of their favorite aspects of CAU Summer. Morning conversations over coffee, impromptu discussions after class, and the opportunity to reside in the heart of Cornell's campus create a sense of community that extends well beyond the classroom.
The information within this guide will help you prepare for your stay.



What Should I Bring?
Balch Hall provides furnished accommodations, bed linens, pillows, blankets, and towels. Participants who have a favorite pillow, blanket, or preferred linens are welcome to bring them for additional comfort.
To ensure an enjoyable stay, participants may wish to bring the following:

Essentials
· Personal toiletries
· Prescription medications
· Phone charger and charging cables
· Comfortable walking shoes
· Reusable water bottle

Recommended for Dorm Living
· Shower shoes or slippers
· A tote bag, basket, or toiletry caddy for carrying personal items to and from the bathroom
· A lightweight robe or cover-up for trips to the bathroom or kitchen
· Earplugs (for those who are light sleepers)
· An eye mask, if desired

For Ithaca's Summer Weather
July in Ithaca is generally pleasant but can be variable. We recommend packing:
· Light layers for cool mornings and evenings
· A light sweater or fleece
· Rain jacket
· Compact umbrella
· Waterproof footwear or an extra pair of shoes
· Sun hat or cap
· Sunglasses
· Sunscreen
· Insect repellent for outdoor activities

For Learning, Reading, and Relaxing
Many participants enjoy downtime between classes and evening programs. Consider bringing:
· Books, e-reader, or Kindle
· Notebook or journal
· Pens and highlighters
· Tablet or laptop computer
· Headphones or earbuds
· Portable battery pack

Optional Comfort Items
· Small personal fan
· Alarm clock (or phone alarm)
· Favorite pillow
· Travel mug or favorite coffee cup
· Healthy snacks or specialty foods
· Reusable shopping bag
· Light blanket or throw
· Reading light

Is Balch Hall Air Conditioned?
Yes. Balch Hall is fully climate controlled.
Temperature controls may not be located within every guest room. If you do not see a thermostat in your room, it may be located in a neighboring room within your suite. Participants are encouraged to coordinate with their neighbors to maintain a comfortable environment.

Are Refrigerators Available?
Individual guest rooms do not contain refrigerators.
However, each residential floor (with the exception of the first floor) includes a shared kitchen with refrigerator access available 24 hours a day. Participants are welcome to store personal food and beverages there throughout their stay.

How Are the Bathrooms Arranged?
Balch Hall features suite-style bathrooms.
Typically, three guest rooms share a bathroom containing a toilet and shower. This arrangement allows participants to enjoy privacy while maintaining the collegial atmosphere that has long been part of the residential CAU experience.
You will exit your room, lock it, then proceed to the bathroom. 

Where Should I Park?
Participants parking in Anna Comstock Lot will find it conveniently located approximately a five-minute walk from Balch Hall.

A Unique Part of the CAU Experience
Choosing to stay in Balch Hall means choosing to be fully immersed in the CAU Summer experience.
Unlike a traditional hotel stay, residential participants find themselves at the center of campus life—sharing meals, conversations, and discoveries with fellow learners from across the country and around the world. Lifelong friendships begin in Balch's hallways, lounges, and common spaces.
We look forward to welcoming you to campus and sharing this uniquely Cornell experience with you!
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