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A LETTER FROM OUR EXPERTS

Dear CAU Travelers:

Our passions are watching wildlife in their native habitat, experiencing local cultures, and
eating good food. This happens in our woods in Central New York, but we have also lived
and worked on several continents and visited all of them for the opportunity to discover new
habitats and their indigenous creatures. Increasingly with climate change, our travel goals
have expanded to explore habitats that are particularly at risk and those that are home to
many endemic species. Like many CAU participants, our domestic conversations often in-
volve what animals we most want to see in the wild and where we want to go to learn about
them.

Both of us are passionate about teaching. We both come from families of educators. We
relish the opportunity as CAU Study Tour leaders to share information with participants that
helps them understand the underlying biology, ecology, geology, and behavior that contrib-
utes to what we are seeing/hearing/smelling in the community we are passing through.
Along with providing lectures about the habitats we visit we want to enrich the participants’
appreciation of what they experience on the tour.

It has been said that one of the hallmarks of traveling with us is that we occasionally don’t
wander very far because we find so many interesting creatures and plants to talk about along
the way. Guilty as charged. Our goals are to point out awesome, often overlooked, insects,
spiders, and herps during night walks, to get up early for birding and listening to mammal
groups announcing their territory, and to experience as much nature as possible in our time
traveling together — while eating good meals and learning how local communities live.

We have led wildlife-oriented tours in the Peruvian Amazon, Galapagos & Ecuador, Brazil-
ian Pantanal, Belize & Guatemala, Panama, Borneo, Tanzania, Alaska, and Arizona. Visit-
ing these places and working with local guides has changed our view of the world.

We have been planning a Madagascar trip for years and can hardly wait to see lemurs, bao-
babs, camouflaged chameleons, huntsman spiders, and whale sharks in the wild, and perhaps
catch a glimpse of an aye-aye or fossa. We are certain that exploring Madagascar with us will

also change your world view. Please join us!

Sincerely,
Cole & Linda

Cole Gilbert, Director of Undergraduate Studies, Professor of Insect Physiology
Linda Rayor, Senior Lecturer/ Senior Research Associate
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Madagascar: Lemurs, chameleons,
and baobabs. Oh, my!

Madagascar, the fourth largest island in the world, is a land of unparalleled natural beauty and
biodiversity. Discover towering limestone pinnacles, some of the world’s most unique flora and fauna and
dense rainforests teeming with wildlife including 107 species of lemurs that are endemic to the island.

Discover Extraordinary Wildlife and Unique
Flora and Fauna

Lemurs: Madagascar is famous for its lemurs, with over 100 spe-
cies and subspecies found nowhere else on Earth. Our plan is to
see as many as possible!

Chameleons and Birds: The island is home to half of the world’s
chameleon species, including the tiny Nosy Hara leaf chameleon.
Many bird species found in Madagascar are not found anywhere
else in the world including the Madagascar Fish Eagle and the
Madagascar Pochard, a critically endangered diving duck,
rediscovered in 2006 after being thought extinct.

@ Neosy Pe

Baobab Trees: These iconic trees, found throughout Isalo and
Tana, create striking landscapes.

Orchids and Other Plants: Madagascar's flora includes a vast

array of endemic plants, including orchids, palms, and the iconic Avtananerve®  @Andasbe
Madagascar periwinkle. @\ isirabe
Rainforests: Teeming with wildlife, the dense, lush rainforests of FRanomafan
Ranomafana and Andasibe-Mantadia National Parks support spe- @ Is-lo

cies such as the Madagascar Serpent Eagle and the Velvet Asity. ® To==

Spiny Forests: The dry, spiny forests of the southwest are home to
species like the Subdesert Mesite.

Coastal Areas: Beaches with clear turquoise waters, rich in marine
biodiversity, offer excellent snorkeling opportunities.

Traditional Villages: As we drive through rural areas learn more
about the island’s rich cultural heritage and diverse ways of life.
Malagasy villages vary significantly across different regions, reflect-
ing the distinct cultures of the various ethnic groups inhabiting the
island.
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FACULTY EXPERTS:

CAU adventures are accompanied by some of Cornell's most engaging faculty members. During your

tour, these experts will provide lectures on the subjects about which they are most passionate; their

enthusiasm shows in the rave reviews we receive from travelers. With extensive experience in both the

focus and location of your trip, and access to behind-the-scenes tours, our faculty experts will help you
delve deeply into the culture and history of the places you visit.

Linda Rayor
Senior lecturer and senior
research associate,
Department of Entomology,

Cornell University

Dr. Linda S. Rayor, Senior Lecturer/ Senior Research As-
sociate, has been on the faculty of the Department of En-
tomology at Cornell University since 1994. Linda teaches
courses on how to do scientific outreach (Naturalist Out-
reach), Spider Biology and Social Animal Behavior: Arthro-
pods to Apes. Her innovative teaching has been recognized
by national societies (2016, 2008 Entomology Society of
America; 2015 Animal Behavior Society) and within Cornell
University (2007 Innovative Teacher Award; 2005 Kaplan
Service-Learning Award). Linda is a behavioral ecologist
whose research is focused on social spiders and other arach-
nids, with research experience on social dynamics in pri-
mates, prairie dogs, and paper wasps. Her current research
focuses on the behavioral, physiological, and systematic pat-
terns found in the large group-living and solitary huntsman
spiders [https://www.sciencenews.org/article/subsocial-be-
havior-among-delena-huntsman-spiders]. She is currently
the President of the American Arachnological Society.

Helping others understand and appreciate science has per-
meated all aspects of Linda’s career — from running the Nat-
uralist Outreach Program, a K-12 STEM Outreach Program
which trains and sends Cornell students into classrooms
to give hands-on presentations on biodiversity and ecology
[http://blogs.cornell.edu/naturalistoutreach]., to starring
in the nature documentary ‘Monster Bug Wars’ (@Monster-
BugWarsTV), producing videos explaining nature-oriented
biology with her Naturalist Outreach students (youtube.
com/naturalistoutreach), and helping develop parts of Aus-
tralian Museum’s stunning ‘Spiders: From Fear to Fascina-
tion’ blockbuster exhibit which is touring the USA and Can-
ada, to leading CAU wildlife tours around the world. Along
with tours, Linda has taught numerous CAU workshops on
spiders. A proud field biologist, she has done research in Col-
orado, British Columbia, Mexico, Costa Rica, and
Australia.
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Cole Gilbert

Professor and current
Director of Undergraduate
studies in Entemology,
Department of Entomology,
Cornell University

Growing up in eastern Missouri, Cole enjoyed a childhood
exploring nearby woods and creeks and returning from ex-
peditions laden with all manner of creatures, living, dead,
and fossilized. His interest in insects was fostered by a
neighborhood physician with an avocation studying butter-
flies and while attending college at Washington University
in St. Louis he studied animal behavior and neurobiology.
These topics became Cole’s principal interest: how an an-
imal acquires sensory information, evaluates it, and pro-
duces adaptive behavior. He earned graduate degrees in
insect behavior at the University of Kansas, where he met
Linda. He did post-doctoral work in visual physiology at
Indiana University, and in neuroscience at the University
of Arizona before joining the Entomology Department at
Cornell in 1992.

Along the way, he spent a Fulbright year in West Germany,
served a year as a program officer at the National Science
Foundation, and taught for 7 summers at the Marine Bio-
logical Laboratory on Cape Cod. At Cornell, he has taught
courses in Introductory Biology, Evolution, Insect Biolo-
gy, Insect Physiology, Comparative Physiology, and Art &
Vision for which he earned university, state, and national
teaching awards. He served 7 years as Director of Under-
graduate Biology and is currently Director of Undergrad-
uate Studies in Entomology. He also enjoys working with
“life-long learners” having taught 10 CAU on-campus
courses, co-led multiple CAU Study Tours with Linda, and
for the past 13 years has taught workshops for New York
State Master Naturalists. When not biologizing, Cole en-
joys cooking (and eating) dishes from a variety of cuisines,
and listening to improvisational music, such as jazz and
bluegrass.
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YOUR ITINERARY

Thursday/Friday, July 31- August 1, Antananarivo

Arrive in Antananarivo and transfer to the Radisson Blue Waterfront Hotel.
Madagascar is the fourth largest island in the world and host to a vast and
unusual mix of exotic flora and fauna. With over 90% of these species found
nowhere else on the earth, it is often referred to as the Eighth Continent!

Meet your fellow travelers over a glass of wine and a light dinner this
evening. (D)

Saturday, August 2, Antananarivo

Spend the day exploring Antananarivo, or, as most people affectionately call
it “Tana.” Admire the “Rava”- where Malagasy’s rulers once lived on top of
the highland capital’s highest hill. Admire the towered walls that guarded the
central palace, a touch of Medici Florence and the triumphal entry arch.

A few steps away admire the work of Malagasy artist Charles
Rabemanantsoa whose detailed bas-relief tells the history of Madagascar.

Close by is the country’s first Museum of Photography which provides a deep
insight into the history of Madagascar through different periods.

After lunch visit the Andohalo Cathedral to see one of the leading Goth-
ic-style places of worship in the country. Imported Christianity has played a
significant role in shaping Malagasy society and churches, not as grand as this
cathedral, are found all over the country.

End the day at the Is’Art Galerie, the only contemporary art space in the city.
Formerly functioning as a laundry, now used as a creative space.

This evening enjoy a more formal welcome dinner at the hotel’s formal
dining restaurant which serves French-themed cuisine.
(B,L,D)
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Sunday, August 3, Andasibe

Head east this morning to the Andasibe-Mantadia National Park. Travel along
one of Madagascar’s best roads which links the capital to the country’s most im-
portant port of Toamasina. Drive by small villages where villagers make building
bricks during this time of year and fields where vegetables are grown during the
dry season and the paddies are used to grow rice during the wet season. Pass
Moramanga, capital of the Bezanozano people, one of the earliest inhabitants
of the island, where colorful rickshaws ply the streets. This small town is rapidly
growing with an influx of nickel mines recently established by Canadians, Japa-
nese and French.

Spend time in Lemur Island, a private lemur sanctuary accessible only by a short
boat ride. Despite the managed aspect of the park, time here provides an excel-
lent opportunity to see a wide variety of rescued lemurs who are somewhat tame.
The principal four lemur species found here are the bamboo lemur, the black and
white ruffed lemur, the brown lemur and the diademed sifaka.

Overnight at the spectacular Mantadia Lodge where you can endlessly admire
the wild beauty of the landscapes and animals of Madagascar. Enjoy a freshly
prepared dinner tonight using locally sourced ingredients.

(B,L,D)

Monday, August 4, Andasibe

Spend the day exploring Andasibe-Mantadia National Park inside the small
Réserve Spéciale d’ Analamazaotra. The ground here is reasonably flat and pro-
vides excellent opportunities to track down the rare indri whose unforgettable
wail can be heard emanating from the misty forest throughout the day. There are
about 60 resident family groups in the park. We may also see woolly lemurs, grey
bamboo lemurs and the black and white ruffed lemurs. In addition to lemurs, the
park is home to the immense and colorful Parson’s chameleon as well as twenty
species of amphibians including tomato frogs and mantellas.

After dinner enjoy an evening guided walk, watching out for nocturnal animals
such as tiny mouse lemurs and greater dwarf lemurs.
(B,L,D)

Tuesday, August 5, Antsirabe

Depart the hotel this morning for a long, but scenic day driving west and then south
to Antsirabe along the famous N7 road. Green fields rise-up to red mountains and
terraces cut deep into the mountains providing endless bucolic scenes of daily life.
Along the way, enjoy stops to meet with local artisans. Visit a home where a simple
kiln in the garden produces beautiful recreations of traditional Malagasy homes.

Madagascar: Lemurs, Chameleons and Baobabs July 31- August 14,2025

To register, contact Distant Horizons at emilyw@distant-horizons.com or 562-983-8828



It will be a day of landscapes and markets with the country’s beast of burden — the
Zebu — never far from sight. The Zebu is essential to the life of the Malagasy people
providing not just transportation but also plays a critical role in the wide-spread
farming practiced throughout the country.

Arrive in Antsirabe late afternoon and transfer to the Arotel Hotel. The city is known
for its textiles, tobacco and agricultural production. Enjoy dinner this evening at the
hotel. (B,L,D)

Wednesday, August 6, Ranomafana

This morning our focus will be on the vibrant craft culture of the city much of which
depends on the recycling of waste. Stop in at Chez Mamy where Mr. Rajamason
creates miniature bicycles from recycled materials including soda cans, pieces of
T electric wire, bottle caps and more. Next door his wife makes exquisite embroidered
cotton cushion covers and table cloths. At Atelier Corne de Zebu household objects
are created out of Zebu horns using an old washing machine and discarded jeans.

After lunch drive along the plateau of central Madagascar further south to Ranomafa-
na, which means “hot water” in Malagasy.

Arrive at the Ranomafana National Park which is a part of the UNESCO inscribed
Rainforests of Atisnanana.

Overnight at the Setam Lodge.

Tonight, enjoy a gentle walk through the rainforest surrounding the lodge to spot
some of the many nocturnal animals in the park including nocturnal lemurs, reptiles
such as Uroplatus geckos, many tree frogs, and fascinating invertebrates including the
Madagascar comet (lunar) moth. (B,L,D)

Thursday, August 7, Ranomafana

This morning explore the sub-humid evergreen Ranomafana National Park which
was created in 1991 after Dr. Patricia Wright’s 1986 discovery of the rare golden
bamboo lemur. The park’s landscape consists of rolling hills fed by rushing streams
and a tough and uneven terrain which will need careful navigation. Accompanied
by our guide, we will move slowly up and through the park in search of the golden
bamboo lemur but also the other 12 species of lemur, including the Aye-Aye.

After a later lunch we will visit the spectacular Centre ValBio where we plan to meet
with Mr. Florent Ravoavy, Coordinator of Conservation Education & Outreach De-
partment. The architecturally stunning ValBio was created by Dr. Patricia Wright in
2003 to help both indigenous people and the international community better under-
stand the value of conservation in Madagascar and around the world.

Dinner at the lodge tonight.
(B,L,D)
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Friday, August 8, Isalo

This morning drive southwest towards Isalo National Park with some interesting
stops en route.

Pass through Fianarantsoa, located on Ivoenana hill. The city is home to many in-
tellectuals, schools, bookstores and over fifty Lutheran, Catholic and Presbyterian
churches. The city is also known for its vineyards and tea plantations.

Continue driving through a magnificent landscape of vineyards and terraced fields,
descending from the central plateau to Ambalavao to visit a small family run business
where silk is worked from the cocoon to the final woven product. Another workshop
specializes in the production of Antaimoro paper, similar to parchment, from the bark
of the AVOHA, a shrub endemic to southern Madagascar. After boiling and pound-
ing, the fragments are poured with water into a shape and cut into sheets. Fresh flower
petals are applied and the paper is set out to dry.

Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant before continuing on to Isalo National Park.

Arriving at the Isalo National Park in the later afternoon marvel at a breathtaking
landscape of craggy rocks and dazzling mountains.

Dinner and overnight at the Isalo Rock Lodge, sculpted out of the local sandstone, and
providing breath-taking vistas of this moon-like landscape. (B,L,D)

Saturday, August 9, Isalo

This morning we will set out to explore the Isalo National Park which was established
in 1962 to protect a landscape dominated by a dramatic sandstone massif that had
been eroded by time and weather into an otherworldly collection of plateaus, canyons,
gorges and pinnacles. Iron and mineral deposits stain the rock formations a rainbow
of different colors, and the dense forests and grassland plains that surround them are
filled with unique flora and fauna. Isalo National Park lies in the southwestern Isalo
Massif and is quite unlike anywhere else on the island.

Biological highlights include several species of lemur and two locally endemic frogs.

Birdlife in the area includes Benson’s rock-thrush, white-throated rail, Madagascar
coucal, Madagascar wagtail and Madagascar kestrel. Reptiles and frogs are numerous
including: Oustalet’s chameleon, jewel chameleon, spiny-tailed iguanid lizard, stump-
tailed chameleon, Malagasy rainbow frog and the Isalo Madagascar frog. Plants en-
demic to the region include the dwarf baobab, Isalo aloe, kalanchoes, pandanus and
the elephant’s foot plant.

Depending on weather, we will determine a route. We will plan on covering about
three miles as we discover this landscape of dramatic ridges and high plateau where
deep canyons are shot through with streams, lush vegetation and pools for swimming!

Return to the lodge for a free afternoon followed by a lovely dinner at the lodge.
(B,L,D)
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Sunday, August 10, Toliara

Head west today following the N7 to the coast, a striking contrast to Madagascar’s
interior. Stop off at the Zombitse-Vohibasia National Park. This rarely visited park
falls within the eco region classified as Madagascar succulent woodlands, an ecore-
gion that is known for high local endemicity.

Its dense dry forest shelters an astounding 85 recorded bird species including the
Appert’s Greenbul which survives nowhere else in the entire world. Indeed, the park
is known to be the showcase of the rich birdlife of Madagascar. Most of the birds in
the park exist nowhere else. Lemurs are also an attraction here. Zombitse-Vohibasia
is currently the only area for seeing the newly-described Zombitse sportive lemur,
which can easily be found even during the day as it peers out from daytime sleeping
sites. Additionally, there are 33 reptile species including 9 species limited to the re-
gion cohabit on the site as well as 8 amphibian species, including colorful Mantella
posion frogs that have independently evolved similar gaudy warning coloration to
the Latin American poison frogs.

After lunch continue on to Toliara and the eco-Famata Lodge located in the man-
groves on the coast. (B,L,D)

Monday, August 11, Antananarivo

This morning we will depart the hotel, with provided snorkeling equipment, to ex-
plore the reef that stretches along the south-western coast of Madagascar making it
one of the largest coral reefs in the world.

To reach the reef, we will board a pirogue, a traditional dug-out canoe, the primary
means of transportation in these coastal areas. These pieces of make-shift art are
managed skillfully by their crew who are so attuned to the direction of the winds that
a journey that might take an hour is considerably less on a pirogue.

The Toliara reef system is one of very few places in the world inhabited by the
coelacanth, a 400-million-year-old species of fish. Over 6,000 different species have
been recorded here, including four species of marine turtles, and eleven species of
cetaceans.

This afternoon leave the ocean for dry land and the Arbotetum d’Antsokay. a kalei-
doscope of fauna and flora condensed into one great micro-ecosystem in the island.
Founded in 1980 by Swiss botanist Hermann Petignat, the main aim of the Arbore-
tum association is to safeguard the endemic flora of southern Madagascar. Admire
a remarkable collection of succulents, lemurs, radiated tortoises, snakes and chame-
leons, and many other species adapted to the region’s arid conditions. The collection
of baobab trees located here is impressive with their striking shapes and sizes. These
spectacular trees have also influenced human culture, inspiring innumerable arts,
folklore and traditions.

Return to Tana and stay the night at Nosy Manga Hotel. Dinner at leisure this eve-
ning. (B,L)
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Tuesday, August 12, Nosy Be

Take a mid-day flight to the island of Nosy Be, located off the northwest coast of Mad-
agascar. Nosy Be was first inhabited by migrant tribes from the Madagascan mainland,
including the Antakarana and Sakalava people. Later, it was settled by traders from
India, Comoros, and the Swahili Coast, before being ceded to the French in 1840. Its
capital, Hell-Ville, is named after the French governor of colonial Réunion, Admi-
ral de Hell. Nosy Be became part of Madagascar in 1896 and gained independence,
alongside the rest of the country, in 1960.

Upon arrival head to the Lokobe National Park, the last remaining primary forest in
the region, known for being home to the rare black lemur and the Nosy Be panther
chameleon. Located in the southeast of Nosy Be, the Lokobe forest covers a mountain
considered the highest peak on the island and covers an area of 862 hectares. Initially
a study area for scientists and closed to the public, the reserve has been open to eco-
tourism since 28 June 2014. The primary forest is home to more than 370 species of
spectacular wildlife, including 16 species of bats, 11 species of primates, 84 species of
reptiles and more than 100 species of birds.

Our time here begins with paddling a pirogue down the tranquil river and through
the mangroves to Lokobe. We will then walk through the primary forest looking for
snakes, geckos, frogs, chameleons, kingfishers and, of course, lemurs including mouse
lemurs, the Nosy Be sportive lemur or even the endangered black lemur. Despite their
name, only the males in this species are black, the females are a red-brown color.

Transfer to the Anjiamarango Beach Resortlocated near the small village of Befotaka at
the northwestern tip of the island.

Enjoy dinner this evening at the lodge.
(B,L,D)

Wednesday, August 13, Nosy Be

This morning we will focus on the wonderful waters around Nosy Be. From June to
September humpback whales can be seen in almost every coastal area of the island
where they breed. They pass through the waters off Nosy Be, often staying to look
after their calves before setting off on their long journey to the cold waters. There will
also be an opportunity for some fantastic snorkeling. Whale sharks, clownfish, manta
rays and sea turtles are among the underwater fauna you might expect to encounter
while snorkeling the island.

(B,L,D)
Thursday, August 14, Nosy Be
Return home directly from Nosy Be to Addis Ababa and beyond.
(B)
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RADISSON BLU HOTEL
ANTANANARIVO WATERFRONT, Tana

Located in Antananarivo, 2.5 km from Soarano
Station, Radisson Blu Hotel Antananarivo Waterfront
provides accommodation with a fitness centre, an
indoor swimming pool, a garden and a terrace. The
hotel offers rooms with air conditioning, a desk, a
kettle, a minibar, a safety deposit box, a flat-screen
TV and a private bathroom with a shower. Expect
maximum comfort and luxury from this 5-star hotel.

MANTADIA LODGE, Andasibe

Mantadia Lodge provides the tranquility, space and
light of this vast region. Inspired by the hilly area of
the mountains on which it rests, Mantadia Lodge is a
welcoming oasis from where you can endlessly ad-
mire the wild beauty of the landscapes and animals
of the most beautiful National Park of Madagascar.

AROTEL, Antsirabe

One of the best hotels in Antsirabe. The rooms are
clean and big. Bathrooms are sufficiently equipped
with toiletries and cosmetics. Right in the middle
of town makes it ideal for night outings in the town
and their elaborate restaurant serves mostly all Eu-
ropean delicacies. A nice pool, massage, Spa and
Sauna centre for treating yourself with leisure.
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SETAM LODGE, Ranomafana

Located in a hilly wet tropical forest, and within 1.1
miles of Ranomafana National Park, this lodge offers
20 comfortable, spacious rooms within 10 single
story bungalows. Guests can dine either in the
restaurant or outside on the main terrace under
shady umbrellas. Opportunity to see unique and
important species, like the golden bamboo lemurs
on day and night hikes in the rainforest. This is our
most basic accomodations for our trip.

ISALO ROCK LODGE, Ranohira

High in the Sandstone Mountains overlooking the
Isalo National Park, Isalo Rock Lodge boasts 60
rooms, all with spectacular views of this unique wil-
derness. Amenities include: fitness centre, a gar-
den, a shared lounge, a terrace and a restaurant. All
units have a fully equipped private bathroom with a
shower and free toiletries. Guests at the lodge can
enjoy billiards on site, or go hiking or cycling in the
surroundings. Isalo Museum is a 16-minute walk
from the accommodation.

FAMATA LODGE, Toliara

The Famata lodge is set on a splendid location right
on a quiet beach south of Tulear with the bungalows
placed well apart in a garden of natural vegetation,
very nicely designed, quiet and very comfortable and
well equipped with mosquito nets and ample pow-
er outlets. The timber constructions consist of native
eukalyptus. Roofs are covered with local grasses. The
clay bricks are locally manufactured according to tra-
ditional methods. Easily a relaxing oasis away from

the city.
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NOSY MANGA HOTEL, Tana

Charming hotel a stone’s throw from Ivato airport
that includes a rooftop swimming pool. Located in
Antananarivo, 10 miles from Soarano Station, Nosy
Manga - Hotel Ivato Airport provides accommoda-
tions with a terrace, restaurant and a bar. This 4-star
hotel offers room service and a 24-hour front desk.
Guest rooms are equipped with air conditioning, a
flat-screen TV with satellite channels, an electric tea
pot, a shower, free toiletries and a desk. All rooms
include a safety deposit box.

ANJIAMARANGO BEACH RESORT,
Nosy Be

Near the small village of Befotaka is the town of
Anjiamarango at the northwestern tip of the per-
fume island: Nosy Be. Located right on the beach its
tropical landscape is spread over 3 hectares and in-
cludes many species of coconut trees, mango trees,
and tamarind trees. Each of its 35 individual bunga-
lows follow Malagasy design and architecture and
enjoying a breathtaking views of the bay.

WHAT TO EXPECT

In order to participate in this trip travelers must be fit and able to walk at least three miles a day un-
aided on dirt paths. While the national parks included on this program provide set walking routes,
we may leave the path and go for a short distance off-path to get close to a lemur group or other
wildlife. Many of the paths are not entirely flat and will require some uphill and downhill walking.

Hotels on this program range from very comfortable and luxurious to simple - the Setam Lodge
being the most basic. There will be some long days of driving on narrow roads driving past magnif-

icent landscapes and timeless scenes of daily life.

To enjoy this program to its fullest you should have a spirit of adventure, boundless energy, and be

physically prepared for the rigors involved.
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Terms And Conditions

Prices

A deposit of $2,500 per person to Distant Horizons
is required to reserve a space on this trip.

Deposits are applied to your full program charge.
Register now as spots are limited!

Prices for Madagascar are as follows

¢ Double occupancy: $11,650
¢ Single supplement: $1,580
(limited availability)

Final payment of the full program charge is due by
April 23, 2025.

If registering after this date, payment of the full pro-
gram charge is due at time of registration.

Unless otherwise specified, program charges
include

* The full educational program

* Expertise of CAU faculty

¢ Distant Horizons tour manager who will travel with
group throughout

* Pre-trip reading materials

¢ All accommodations during the program

* Meals specified on the itinerary

* Wine is included at the welcome dinners and the
farewell dinner. All other days, alcohol is “pay as you
go.”

¢ Site visits and entrance fees

¢ Transporation in a private motor coach throughout
and the plane flight from Tana to Nosy Be as de-
tailed in the itinerary

o All taxes and gratuities for staff, guides, drivers,
and other personnel

Unless otherwise specified, program charges do
not include
¢ Airfare to and from your destination

Madagascar: Lemurs, Chameleons and Baobabs

* Luggage, cancellation, and accident insurance

* Meals and beverages not specified in the itinerary
* Personal expenses such as laundry, telephone
calls, and email service

* Any item not listed

Refunds and Cancellations

If you need to cancel your registration, you must
send written notification of your wish to

withdraw to Emily Whitson from Distant Horizons at
emilyw@distant-horizons.com. Your

official date of withdrawal will be the date on which
this email is sent.

* For cancellations at or more than 90 days prior to
departure, the cancellation charge is $1,500.

* For cancellations between 89 days and 60 days
prior to departure, the cancellation charge is 50% of
the trip cost.

* No refunds shall be issued for cancellations re-
ceived less than 60 days prior to departure date.

* No refunds shall be issued after the tour has com-
menced.

* No refunds shall be issued for occasional missed
meals, added sightseeing tours, or any unused ser-
vices.

Refunds do not include the cost of airfare.

We strongly advise you to purchase trip cancellation
insurance in case you must cancel your

registration after you have made full payment. Tour
operators can rarely recover money paid in

your name after the program'’s refund deadline.

July 31- August 14,2025

To register, contact Distant Horizons at emilyw@distant-horizons.com or 562-983-8828



Travel Safety

While Cornell is pleased to facilitate travel opportunities for its alumni and friends with
tour operators that specialize in high-quality educational travel, please be aware that
Cornell does not conduct, manage, or operate these travel experiences, or act as an
agent for travelers interested in tours. Tour operators and travelers are responsible for
making their own safety decisions concerning this travel, and, as a facilitator between
travelers and the tour operators with whom travelers make arrangements for completing
travel, Cornell's role and liability are strictly limited. Specific tour operator and national
health and safety protocols will apply to each trip, and travelers should review all pro-
tocols and trip terms and conditions, including terms and conditions regarding cancel-
lations, refunds, health and safety, and insurance prior to making a reservation. Cornell
is not responsible for changes to trips or travel arrangements or for losses, expenses,
damages, or injuries resulting from travel.

Madagascar: Lemurs, Chameleons and Baobabs July 31- August 14,2025

To register, contact Distant Horizons at emilyw@distant-horizons.com or 562-983-8828



